TO  THE 


RIGHT  HONOURABLE  AND  HONOURABLE 

THE 

Curators  of  tjjr  luitesitg  of  CMutargf}. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
March  26,  1867. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

As  Candidate  for  the  vacant  Chair 
of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  lay  before  you  evidence  in  regard  to  my  work  as  an 
Anatomist  and  Anatomical  Teacher  in  the  Edinburgh  School, 
up  to  the  time  of  my  appointment  by  the  Crown  to  the  Chair 
of  Anatomy  which  I  at  present  occupy.  I  now  beg  leave  to  lay 
before  you  evidence  of  the  mode  in  which  I  have  discharged 
my  duties  as  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  this  University. 

I  have  the  honour  to  he, 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 


JOHN  STRUTHERS, 
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From  the  Very  Rev.  Peter  Colin  Campbell,  D.D.,  Vice-Chancellor 
and  Principal  of  the  University  of  A  herdeen. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
March  23,  1867. 

Dr  Strutliers  lias  discharged  the  duties  of  the  Anatomical 
Chair  in  this  University  for  four  years,  with  great  ability,  unre¬ 
mitting  zeal,  and  distinguished  success.  He  has  more  than  ful¬ 
filled  the  high  expectations  entertained  of  him  at  his  appoint¬ 
ment  by  his  friends  and  colleagues.  His  eminent  gifts  and 
felicity  as  an  Instructor  have,  with  his  general  character,  secured 
for  him  the  confidence,  respect,  and  gratitude  of  his  students. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  I  give  this  testimony  with  a  view  to 
his  removal  from  amongst  us,  but  I  cannot,  when  called  upon  to 
do  so,  refuse  to  express  my  belief  that  Dr  Struthers  is  well 
entitled  to,  and  well  fitted  to  adorn,  the  highest  position  as  an 
Anatomical  Professor  which  our  country  has  to  offer. 

P.  C.  CAMPBELL. 


From  the  Rev.  William  R.  Pirie,  D.D.,  Professor  of  Divinity  and 
Church  History,  and  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Theology  in  the  University 
of  A  herdeen. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
March  22,  1867. 

I  have  pleasure  in  certifying  that  Dr  Struthers  has  given  the 
greatest  satisfaction  since  he  was  appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy 
in  the  University  of  Aberdeen.  From  the  continued  illness  of 
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his  immediate  predecessor,  Dr  Struthers  found  the  Medical 
School  disorganised,  and  the  number  of  students  seriously  dimi¬ 
nished.  During  the  present  session,  on  the  contrary,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  students  has  greatly  increased,  beyond  even  what  it  had 
reached  at  any  preceding  period  ;  and  this  is  no  doubt  attribut¬ 
able,  in  no  small  degree,  to  his  energy  and  qualifications. 

Besides  his  strictly  professional  dutieSj  Dr  Struthers  has  also 
for  some  winters  past  delivered  courses  of  lectures  on  subjects  of 
general  interest  connected  with  Anatomy  to  the  students  of 
Divinity  and  Arts.  These  have  been  found  most  useful,  and  have 
been  attended  by  such  numbers,  that  the  class-room,  on  more 
than  one  occasion,  has  been  entirely  insufficient  to  contain  them. 

Under  these  circumstances,  while  we  should  all  regret  the  loss 
of  Dr  Struthers  as  a  colleague,  I  cannot  doubt  that  a  more  effi¬ 
cient  Professor  of  Anatomy  is  scarcely  to  be  found,  and  I  shall 
rejoice  to  hear,  consequently,  of  his  appointment  to  such  an  office 
in  any  other  University  where  his  services  will  be  more  amply 
remunerated. 

WILLIAM  PIRIE. 


From  William  Martust,  A.M.,  Professor  of  Moral  Philosophy  inhhe 
University  of  Aberdeen  ;  Dean  of  the  Faculty  of  Arts. 

Univeesitt  op  Abeedeen, 
20th  March,  1867. 

It  seems  to  me  superfluous  to  write  in  support  of  the  claims  of 
Dr  Struthers  as  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in  Edin¬ 
burgh,  where  he  must  be  fully  as  well  known,  and  quite  as  much 
esteemed,  as  he  is  here.  Nevertheless,  as  local  testimony  is  de¬ 
sired,  I  add  a  word. 

Dr  Struthers  has  ever  manifested,  since  he  came  to  Aberdeen, 
the  highest  zeal  and  intelligence  in  the  discharge  of  all  the  duties 
of  his  office.  Nor  has  he  overlooked  the  wants  of  those  who  have 
no  claim  on  his  services  ;  for  the  students  in  Arts  have,  on  two 
successive  occasions,  had  the  opportunity  given  them  of  gratuit- 
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ously  attending  a  short  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy  and 
Physiology,  prepared  expressly  for  their  benefit  ;  an  advantage  of 
which  I  need  not  say  they  very  largely  and  gratefully  availed 
themselves. 

As  a  Professor  in  Arts,  I  desire  to  express  my  sense  of  Dr 
Struthers’  kindness,  and  the  high  opinion  I  entertain  of  his  pe¬ 
culiar  power  of  rendering  his  expositions  instructive  and 
interesting  to  young  men.  As  a  colleague,  I  can  speak  of  his 
public  spirit,  his  willingness  to  take  his  share  in  the  public 
business  of  the  University,  and  his  invariable  courtesy  of  manners 
in  his  intercourse  with  others.  The  University  has  no  more 
intelligent,  zealous,  or  successful  Teacher  than  Dr  Struthers. 

WILLIAM  MARTIN. 


Ft  'om  John  Macrobin,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in 
the  University  of  A  herdeen,  and  Dean  of  the  Medical  Faculty. 

University  op  Aberdeen, 
21st  March,  18G7. 

After  the  many  testimonials  from  men  of  the  highest  distinc¬ 
tion  in  the  Medical  profession,  I  feel  that  any  opinion  I  can  ex¬ 
press  regarding  the  eminent  abilities  of  Professor  Struthers  is 
almost  superfluous  on  the  present  occasion. 

His  profound  scientific  and  practical  acquaintance  with  Ana¬ 
tomy,  in  all  its  departments,  has  gained  for  him  a  wide-spread 
reputation.  So  much  so,  that  he  unquestionably  takes  rank  as 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  Anatomists  of  the  kingdom. 

Since  Dr  Struthers  was  appointed  to  the  Chair  in  this  Univer¬ 
sity,  he  has  brought  the  Anatomical  class  into  a  state  of  great 
efficiency  ;  and  has  fully  sustained  his  reputation  as  an  eminently 
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successful  Teacher.  In  addition  to  teaching  Anatomy  in  its 
several  departments,  he  has,  with  much  labour,  prepared  many 
valuable  specimens  for  the  Museum,  especially  of  Comparative 
Anatomy. 

I  cannot  but  conclude,  therefore,  that  his  distinguished  career 
in  Edinburgh,  and  subsequently  in  Aberdeen,  must  give  him  a 
pre-eminent  claim  to  the  suffrages  of  the  Electors  to  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Chair,  now  vacant  by  the  lamented  death  of  Professor 
Gobdsir. 

I  would  only  add,  that  I  have  had  much  pleasure  in  co-operat¬ 
ing  with  Professor  Struthers  in  promoting  various  measures  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  welfare  of  the  students  and  the  efficiency  of  the 
University  as  a  School  of  Medicine. 

J.  MACEOBIN. 


From  George  Dickie,  M.D.,  F.L. S.,  Professor  of  Botany  in  the 

University  of  Aberdeen. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
March  20,  1867. 

I  cannot  presume  to  testify  respecting  Dr  Struthers’  special 
qualifications  as  an  Ana-tomist.  His  publications  prove  his  zeal 
and  accuracy  as  an  observer  ;  the  numerous  testimonials  from 
eminent  men,  when  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  Chair  of  Anatomy 
in  this  University,  require  no  additions  nor  supplement.  I 
know  that  he  has  done  his  work  here  in  a  very  satisfactory  man¬ 
ner  ;  he  has  been  most  zealous  in  all  departments  of  duty,  as  a 
teacher  in  the  class-room,  in  superintending  the  practical  work  of 
the  dissecting  room,  and  also  in  promoting  a  taste  for  Compara¬ 
tive  Anatomy  and  Microscopical  research. 
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I  feel  assured  that  he  has  communicated  to  many  pupils  that 
enthusiasm  which  stimulates  to  independent  research.  His  long 
experience  as  a  Teacher  of  Anatomy  gives  him  a  high  claim  to 
the  Chair  for  wliich  he  is  at  present  a  candidate. 

GEO.  DICKIE, 


From  Robert  Dyce,  M.D.,  F.R.S.  Ediii.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  in 

the  University  of  Aberdeen. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
March  20,  1867. 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  known  Dr  Struthers  while 
occupying  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in  this  University,  and  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  that  I  believe  him  to  be  a  most  profound 
Anatomist,  and  intimately  acquainted  with  the  collateral  branches 
of  science. 

He  has  been  a  most  successful  teacher  of  Anatomy  in  this 
School  of  Medicine,  and  I  feel  assured,  should  he  obtain  the  ap¬ 
pointment  for  which  he  is  now  a  candidate,  of  Professor  of 
Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  he  will  carry  into  the 
duties  of  his  new  office  the  same  energy  and  unwearied  industry 
which  so  materially  promoted  his  success  here. 


EOBEKT  DYCE. 
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From  Alexander  Harvey,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  the 

University  of  Aberdeen;  Physician  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Aber¬ 
deen. 

University  op  Aberdeen, 
March  22,  1867- 

My  dear  Sir, — In  view  of  your  being  a  candidate  for  the 
Chair  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  I  gladly 
comply  with  your  desire  to  have  some  expression  of  opinion  from 
your  colleagues,  individually,  in  this  University,  as  to  the  manner 
in  whicli  you  have  acquitted  yourself  during  the  four  years  you 
have  been  among  us. 

In  doing  so,  I  cannot  forbear  referring,  in  the  first  instance,  to 
the  very  ample,  and,  I  may  say,  exhaustive  body  of  Testimonials 
presented  by  you,  four  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  your  being  a 
candidate  for  the  corresponding  Chair  in  Aberdeen,  and  remarking 
that  the  expectations  we  were  thus  and  then  led  to  form  of  you, 
as  a  teacher  and  a  colleague,  have  been  most  fully  realised. 

This,  it  seems  to  me,  is  all  that  one  need  say,  or  that  the 
occasion  requires.  But  I  may  add — what  I  am  persuaded  will  be 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  your  colleagues — that  your  career 
here  has  been,  all  through,  one  of  marked  success,  highly  honour¬ 
able  to  yourself,  and  eminently  advantageous  to  our  Medical 
School.  It  is  no  reflection  on  your  late  distinguished  predecessor 
in  the  Chair,  inasmuch  as  it  was  wholly  due  to  impaired  health, 
to  state,  that  for  some  time  prior  to  your  appointment,  the 
Anatomy  Class  had  become  a  matter  of  grave  anxiety  to  all 
interested  in  the  good  of  the  School  ;  and  that  its  rise  to  a  con¬ 
dition  which  now  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  respecting  it,  save 
only  the  continuance  of  your  services,  dates  from  the  year  you 
came  to  Aberdeen. 

Giving,  as  you  have  always  done,  your  whole  time  and  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  duties  of  the  Chair,  and  devoting  yourself  to  the 
utmost  of  your  power,  and  with  untiring  zeal  and  great  tact  and 
judgment,  in  the  discliarge  of  these  duties,  every  department 
connected  with  the  Chair  has  prospered  under  you,  the  supply  of 
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material  in  the  practical  rooms  has  become  ample  and  sufficient 
for  every  purpose,  the  Anatomical  Museum  has  been  largely  ex¬ 
tended,  and  the  number  of  students  attending  the  class  has,  year 
by  year,  been  steadily  increasing. 

Believe  me. 

Dear  Sir, 

Very  truly  yours, 

ALEX.  HARVEY. 


Professor  Struthers,  &c.,  &c. 


Prom  William  PmRiE,  M.D.,  F.P.S.E.,  Professor  of  Surgery  in  the 
University  of  Aberdeen  ;  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary  of  Aberdeen. 

University  of  Aberdeen, 

March  18,  186'r. 

I  have  the  greatest  pleasure  in  certifying  that  Professor 
Struthers  has  taught  Anatomy  in  this  University  with  a  talent, 
a  zeal,  and  a  success  that  could  not  be  surpassed  ;  that  his  inde¬ 
fatigable  and  invaluable  labours  have  raised,  in  a  remarkable 
degree,  the  reputation  and  usefulness  of  tlie  Anatomical  School 
of  this  University  ;  and  that,  in  my  opinion,  a  better  Professor 
of  Anatomy  could  not  be  desired. 

The  distinguished  position  of  Professor  Struthers  among  the 
great  Anatomists  of  the  day,  his  entire  devotion  to  Science,  and 
his  great  reputation  as  a  Teacher,  have  been  certified  by  many 
of  the  most  eminent  men  of  Europe. 


WILLIAM  PIRRIE. 
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From  George  Ogilvie,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine 

in  the  University  of  Aberdeen, 

University  of  Aberdeen, 
March  21,  1867. 

Understanding  that  Dr  Struthers  is  a  Candidate  for  the  vacant 
Chair  of  Anatomy  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  I  feel  that  it 
is  but  an  act  of  justice  to  express  my  conviction  of  his  qualifica¬ 
tions  for  the  appointment  he  has  in  view,  a  conviction  founded 
on  my  personal  knowledge  of  his  energy  and  success  as  a  teacher 
of  Anatomy,  ever  since  he  has  been  associated  with  me  as  a 
colleague.  Coming  at  a  time  when  the  study  of  Anatomy  here 
was  in  a  somewhat  depressed  condition,  he  has,  by  judicious 
management  and  assiduous  attention  to  the  duties  of  his  Chair, 
brought  it  to  a  state  of  the  greatest  practical  efficiency,  while  it 
has  been  his  constant  endeavour  to  enlarge  its  scope  and  to  give 
additional  interest  and  significance  to  the  structural  peculiarities 
of  the  human  body  by  reference  to  the  corresponding  organs  of 
the  lower  animals,  copiously  exemplified  by  the  Museum  of  Com¬ 
parative  Anatomy,  mostly  of  his  own  forming. 

Dr  Struthers  has  always  warmly  interested  himself  in  promot¬ 
ing,  to  the  extent  of  his  power,  the  general  welfare,  no  less  than 
the  professional  progress  of  his  pupils  ;  and  from  the  lively  con¬ 
cern  he  has  taken  in  all  questions,  both  local  and  general, 
affecting  the  interests  of  our  University  and  Medical  School,  I 
am  satisfied  he  will  be  found  equally  ready  to  direct  his  whole 
energy  to  promoting  the  efficiency  of  Medical  education  in  the 
scene  of  his  own  former  labours. 

Under  these  circumstances,  while  fully  sensible  of  the  loss  our 
School  may  incur  from  the  withdrawal  of  Dr  Struthers’  valuable 
services,  I  feel  it  but  due  to  my  colleague  to  express  my  opinion 
of  the  high  claims  he  has  on  the  favourable  consideration  of  the 
Curators  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  in  filling  up  the  impor¬ 
tant  Chair  now  vacant  there. 


GEORGE  OGILVIE. 
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From  Francis  Ogston,  M.D,,  Professor  of  Medical  Logic  and  Medi¬ 
cal  Jurisprudence  in  the  University  of  Aberdeen. 

University  op  Aberdeen, 
March  20,  1867. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony  to  the  facts, 
that  the  appointment  of  Dr  John  Struthers  to  the  Chair  of 
Anatomy  in  this  University,  on  the  retirement  of  the  late  Dr 
Lizars,  was  here  regarded  as  a  very  advantageous  one  for  our 
Medical  School,  and  that  his  conduct  of  the  Class  has  more  than 
sustained  the  very  high  reputation  he  had  previously  secured  for 
himself  as  an  accomplished  Anatomist  and  zealous  and  successful 
Teacher. 

F.  OGSTON. 


From  David  Fiddes,  M.D.,  Examiner  in  Medicine  in  the  U^ii- 
versity  of  Aberdeen  ;  Surgeon  to  the  Royal  Infirmary. 

18,  King  Street, 
Aberdeen,  20^^-  March,  1867. 

I  have  been  acquainted  with  Professor  Struthers  since  he  came 
to  Aberdeen,  and  can  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  with  which  he 
prosecutes  the  Science  of  Anatomy  in  all  its  departments,  includ¬ 
ing  Comparative  Anatomy.  He  does  not  practise,  but  devotes 
his  whole  time  to  the  advancement  of  the  Science.  He  attends 
closely  to  the  class-rooms,  and  personally  assists  the  students  in 
the  practical  departments,  including  the  use  of  the  Microscope. 

From  his  urbanity  of  manner,  his  clearness  and  distinctness  as 
a  Teacher,  and  his  attractive  style  as  Lecturer,  added  to  his 
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fame  as  an  Anatomist,  the  Anatomical  Class  of  the  University 
has  greatly  increased  in  numbers  since  he  became  Professor. 

Being  associated  with  him  in  the  Examinations  for  Degrees  in 
Medicine  at  this  University,  I  can  testify  to  his  fairness  and  up¬ 
rightness  as  an  Examiner,  and  to  the  great  tact  he  shows  in 
testing  the  proficiency  of  the  candidates. 

DAVID  FIDDES. 


From  William  Hexdersox,  M.D.,  Examiner  in  Medicine  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Aberdeen  ;  forjnerly  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica  in  Marischal 
College. 

Aberdeen,  March  22,  1867. 

My  dear  Sir, — I  regret  that,  owing  to  my  absence  from  home, 
and  latterly  to  the  impaired  state  of  my  health,  it  has  not  been 
in  my  power  during  the  last  two  years  to  enjoy  that  frequency 
of  intercourse  with  you  and  your  colleagues  in  the  University 
which  used  to  afford  me  so  much  both  of  pleasure  and  profit  in 
former  years.  I  cannot,  hov/ever,  let  the  present  occasion  slip 
without  saying  to  you,  that  from  what  I  know  of  your  zeal  and 
success  in  the  prosecution  of  the  study  and  teaching  of  Anatomy 
since  your  appointment  to  the  Professorship  here,  I  feel  assured 
that  your  appointment  to  the  Professorship  of  Anatomy  in  the 
University  of  Edinburgh,  for  which  you  are  in  every  respect  so 
highly  qualified,  would  he  a  step  of  no  small  importance  in  the 
right  direction. 

I  cannot  but  feel  some  regret  at  the  thought  of  our  University 
losing  the  benefit  of  your  very  valuable  services  ;  but  although, 
as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  I  would  wish  to  retain  you  among  us, 
yet,  on  your  own  account  (and  for  the  sake  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh,  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be  an  alumnus  and 
graduate),  I  most  heartily  wish  that  you  may  succeed  in  your 
present  application. 

I  am. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

WILLIAM  HENDEBSON. 
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From  William  Keith,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E.,  Examiner  m  Medicine  in 
the  University  of  A  berdeen,  Senior  Surgeon  to  the  Moyal  Infirmary, 
A  berdeen. 


263,  XJNioisr  Street,  Aberdeen, 
20th  March,  1867. 

Dr  Struthers’  high  character  and  position  as  a  Teacher  of 
Anatomy  before  he  came  to  Aberdeen  is  well  known,  and  suffi¬ 
ciently  testified  to.  Now,  at  the  end  of  three  years’  experience 
of  his  teaching  among  us  as  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Aberdeen,  I  do  certify  with  pleasure  that  he  has  ex¬ 
ceeded  our  fondest  hopes.  His  qualifications  are  of  the  highest 
order,  his  zeal  untiring,  he  possesses  eminently  the  art  of  teach¬ 
ing.  These  conjoined  make  him  highly  popular  in  his  large 
classes,  and,  as  a  natural  consequence,  highly  successful  as  an 
Instructor.  Without  a  moment’s  hesitation,  therefore,  I  recom¬ 
mend  him  as  very  fit  to  fill  the  Chair  of  Anatomy  in  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Edinburgh,  at  present  vacant  by  the  justly  lamented  death 
of  Professor  Goodsir. 


Wm.  KEITH. 


